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This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this Memational Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of _4_ sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) atotal of . sheets, as follows: 

I — i sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are me bas^ of this report 
□ Mrl^s^nJm^xcomc^ons authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Adnintistrutivelnstnictioiis'). 

□ sheets which, supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an ammdment that goes 
beySd SSo^mmeinternational application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of BoxNo. I and the 



b □ (sent to the International Bureau only) atotal of (mdicate type and number of electcomc camer(s)) 

containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in compute 
readable form only, as indicated in th e Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 



Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
BoxNo. I Basis of the report 

BoxNo. H Priority 

BoxNo. m Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

BoxNo. IV Lack of unity of invention 

BoxNo V Reasoned statement under Article 3 5(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

appkcability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

Box No. VTI Certain defects in the international application 

Box No. VHE Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



■1. 



2. 



With to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in .hich it was filed, unless | 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

M This report is based on a translation from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a t^lation furnished for the purposes of: 
| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
1^] publication of the international appUcation (under Rule 12.4) 
Q international prelirninary exainination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 553) 

With regard to the elements of the international ^^^ '^f^^^Tas ^SfiSr\ 
famished to the receiving Office in response to an tnvttahon under Article 14 are rejerrea to y 

and are not annexed to tins report): 



□ 



the international application as originally med/furnished 
the description: 



as originally fileaVfurnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



[ | the claims: 



as originally fileaVfurnished 



pages* 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



| j the drawings: 



as originally fileaVfurnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listog and/or any reMedtabl^-see Supplement BoxRel^ 

| | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. . — . 

the drawings, sheets/figs . 

the sequence listing (specify) : 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify)'. 



70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify) : 

any table(s) related to the sequence hsting (specify) : 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be matted "superseded 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



step or industrial applicability; 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



1-11 



Industrial applicability <TA) Claims 1-11 

Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Documents cited as being of particular relevance: 

Dl US 4551213 
D2 US 4668289 

The invention relates to a method of recovery of gold from a 
residue from copper leaching which contains sulphur and iron 
The gold in the residue is leached using bivalent copper and 
oxygen in a copper chloride - sodium chloride solution. 

Dl (abstract) discloses a process for the recovery of gold 
from an aqueous suspension containing cupnc chloride and 
sodium chloride. The method defined by claim 1 of the 
application differs from Dl in that P H of the ^ us P e ^ 10 ^ o . * 
value of 1-3. The claim also states explicitly that gold is 
leached at atmospheric conditions. Dl does not clearly state 
the pressure conditions. The method also differs from Dl m 
that the oxygen-reduction potential is kept at a value below 
650 mV. The stated differences have the effect of reducing the 
dissolution of iron and sulphur. 

A person skilled in the art who has knowledge of Dl faces the 
problem of reducing the dissolution of iron and sulphur and m 
this way improve the economy of the process. 

D2 discloses a process for leaching base metal from gold- 
containing scrap and to obtain a metallic residue enriched in 
gold Gold is not leached. Consequently, it is not considered 
to be obvious to a person to use the teachings of D2 in order 
to solve his problem. 



.../... 
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Sapplemental Box 



Li case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 

Continuation of: Box V 

The stated differences imply improvements in reducing the 
costs when, recovering gold from a leaching residue or an 
intermediate product, which is generated in the atmospheric 
chloride leaching of copper sulphide raw material. 
Consequently, the method defined by claims 1-11 is consxdered 
to involve an inventive step and is also considered to fulfil 
the criteria of industrial applicability- 
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